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Name: Don Jones Ray Beck Derek Duran Joe Bird John Ponikvar Kent Nielson LeAnn Davis-Kling Marilyn Hill Matt Winey
City resident: 57 years 36 years 23 years 11 years 37 years 28 years 53 years 5 years 26 years

Why are you running 

for this position?

I’ve had the experience as mayor in 2005, I know what it takes and felt I 

got the job done then and looking forward to serving the citizens of Craig 

once again.

I am running for mayor because I have the passion to serve our community, 

the time and commitment required to represent you locally as well at the 

state and federal levels. My involvement through CLUB 20 and the Colorado 

Municipal League has allowed me to be your voice on issues important to 

Northwest Colorado and the Western Slope. I can and will make the 

commitment to serve and work together with you to help make our 

community a better place.

I was born and raised in Craig and knew I would always return home after 

college to be close to family and the opportunity to work for our family 

construction business Duran & Pearce Contractors Inc. that my father Jim 

started in 1986.  I am running for a council seat because it is time for me to 

get involved and it is time to give back to this great community that helped 

shape me into the person I am today.  Craig is a special place, and it is a 

place that I want to help make better for all of us to live.  I care about this 

community and the people that live here and I want to help lead this 

community in a positive direction for years to come.  I want to see positive 

growth for the future.  I want to see people take pride in where we live.  

Running for City Council is an opportunity to make these visions become 

real.  With my leadership, experience and strong listening and 

communicating skills this can be done.  I will represent a wide variety of the 

community with new leadership, a fresh perspective while doing it all with 

positive action.  I plan on calling Craig home for many years and I hope that 

over that time I can get involved, contribute  and help make Craig a place 

where people will proudly want to call it home as well.

I was raised to leave things better than you found them and that a person 

only has one life to live and one life to give. Our community has blessed my 

family so much it is only appropriate I should give back; serving on the city 

council provides me a broader range of opportunities to serve others. To 

say it simply, I love people and everyone has the right to have a better life 

for themselves but for their families. I will continue to put the interest of 

others first.

I believe that for a person to be a good citizen, and if they have the time 

and ability, they should share in the management and work that it takes to 

run a community.  The City of Craig is an $18.5 million dollar a year 

business, understanding budgets, profit & loss statements and balance 

sheets are critical for this position.  I have done this not only within my own 

business, and for multiple organizations within the community. I have 

always known, someday I would run for an elective office, with this in mind, 

I have taken the opportunity to participate and learn the operations of 

business, finance, law enforcement, non-profits, and board operations. Craig 

has allowed my family and I to live a very good life, a big part of that is the 

interaction and friendships we have developed here in 37 years. I am proud 

to be a part of the Craig Community; I want others to be proud also. I 

developed and trademarked “Craig Colorado Elk Hunting Capital of the 

World “so anyone of us can proudly say we are from Craig, Colorado and we 

are something important in the world! 

 I am running for Craig City Council because I was appointed by the current 

City Council to replace an empty seat on the council last year and I feel like 

there is more that I would like to do and offer the City Council. Being 

involved for just one year is not enough time for me to work on the issues I 

feel are important for the City of Craig. I previously served on the Craig City 

Council for eight years and my past experience will be an asset for the city.

I am running to become a member of Craig’s City Council because for many 

years I taught Moffat County High School Juniors and Seniors how City 

Council worked and observed City Council in session alongside my students. 

Therefore I feel it is time for me to follow through and practice what I 

taught.

I am a 4th generation Colorado girl.  My family came to Colorado in 1858 

and 1860, whilst Colorado was a territory!  Wherever my family has lived, 

both in small farm communities and the larger cities, we felt that in order 

to fully be part of the community, we needed to give back and that has 

usually been through participation.  I was not born in Craig, but I choose to 

move here five years ago, raise my family and have been involved in 

community organizations ever since.  I believe that any council and/or 

board must reflect the diversity within the community it serves.  Our past 

and present councils have not reflected the true diversity of Craig and her 

citizens.  I believe with my educational background in finance and 

economics, as well as a long and successful business background, I bring a 

unique perspective that will enhance the decisions of council, thus better 

serving the diverse demographic community that Craig has become. 

Because I believe I can help turn Craig into a city with good economic 

opportunities and make it a destination people would like to live and raise 

their families in. 
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How would others 

describe you as a 

leader?

I hope through my years on council and being mayor I have proved to the 

citizens that I am a strong qualified leader willing to listen when needed 

and lead when necessary.

Others have described my leadership as a person who will take time to 

listen, and lead by example. I am willing to communicate and collaborate 

with the community in partnership to solve problems.  I have been involved 

in the community since 1994, organizing events and serving on local boards 

and commissions in a leadership role. I understand that a leader only 

accomplishes things by being a team player, working well with others to 

reach short-term and long-term goals. I am pro-active and it has often times 

been pointed out that I am a visionary. Following up with people and 

assigned tasks is critical in achieving designated goals. Only working 

together will we be successful.

Others would describe me as a natural leader, one that is easy to follow 

and one that others believe in to make things happen.  I am one that is 

willing to work hard and put the time in to get the job done as well as 

admit when I am wrong.  I believe in learning from past experiences and am 

able to take criticism in a way that will make me a better person and a 

better leader.

I believe in servant leadership and I also believe that people do recognize 

that and I will voice my opinion in what I believe also trying to be very 

positive in how I go about that and try to make it beneficial for all.

Dynamic, Decisive, Inclusive, Passionate. Leadership experience is very important and being a leader is something I 

have experience with. I think that most people that know me consider me 

to be a good leader. I am responsible, open minded, and willing to listen 

and work with others.

Others were describe me as a person who leads by listening, making the 

attempt to find out both sides of an issue before a decision is made.

Others would describe me as a leader as someone who is long on ears and 

short on mouth.  Meaning I listen closely, ask clarifying questions and then 

we move forward together.  I would never ask someone who works with 

me to do something I would not do.  If you are not willing to row the boat, 

you should never step aboard!   Additionally I believe a strong and 

successful leader always will surround themselves with people who are 

smarter and more talented than they are.  John Quincy Adams once said, “If 

your actions inspire others to dream more, learn more, do more and 

become more, you are a leader.”  I have often been told that I inspire 

others to look beyond what they thought they were capable of achieving 

by showcasing their talents and asking them with support of course, to 

reach higher.

I am a leader who understands that it takes team work to make any group 

of people attain a common goal. 
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Have you been in 

business for yourself or 

have you managed a 

business for someone 

in the past?

I have been co-owner of Craig Steel for the past 36 years, just starting our 

37th.

I had two home based businesses and then later sold real estate for three 

and a half years at Country Living Realty.  I understand the importance of a 

budget and the costs associated with providing our traditional services and 

paying our employees to carry out those services.  The city of Craig like all 

local government is mandated to produce a balanced budget. Keeping the 

revenues in the black in order to provide for the citizens and pay overhead 

expenses are critical in order to stay in business. A municipality should be 

run like any other responsible business.

YES- I am currently employed and assisting my father manage our family 

construction business Duran & Pearce Contractors Inc.  Growing up, I 

worked with him and learned the importance of hard work, dedication and 

good values.  After graduating from Moffat County High School in 2006 I 

attended Colorado State University and earned a Bachelor’s Degree in 

Construction Management and Business Management. In 2011, I moved 

back to Craig and have been employed full-time with D&P ever sense.  In 

the past 5 years, I have begun to take over the day to day responsibilities 

of managing the company. These responsibilities will continue to grow as I 

become more involved.  These responsibilities include project estimating 

and scheduling, budgeting, attending project bid meetings completing the 

work in the field and operating heavy equipment.  I take great pride in the 

quality of work that Duran & Pearce Contractors performs and look forward 

to offering high quality construction services in the future to the Craig and 

Moffat County community.

Yes I am currently working for Cook Chevrolet & Cook Ford as the service 

manager for the Chevy, Ford and Subaru stores.

I have managed T & H Napa Auto Parts since July 1981. I began acquiring 

stock in the business in 1986, and then purchased the business in 1995.

Business ownership and management have been a large part of my past 

experience. In the mid to late 90’s I was instrumental with the begging of 

Grand Futures Prevention Coalition and served as Community Director and 

Coalition Director. I have owned my own business and currently own a 

business in Craig. At present, I manage United Supply of the Rockies and 

have been the manager since November of 2003.

Before becoming the owner of Downtown Books on January 2, 2015, I was a 

Creative Memories Consultant from 2002-2007

Yes, I have run numerous businesses for others, as well as have owned two 

businesses of my own.
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Are you a member of 

the Craig Chamber of 

Commerce?

Craig Steel has been a member for 20 plus years. I have been a board 

member for last 10 years and as of the first of the year I have been elected 

as treasurer of the board.

No I am not a member of the chamber personally, but I am only a member 

of the chamber through my role as a city council member. I believe the 

Craig Chamber’s mission statement to “Build a strong economic 

environment which contributes to business and community success” is vital 

to the community.  In fact, I have had occasions to work with the chamber 

in promoting events that I organized for the community. Because of the 

chamber’s willingness and cooperation with the community, Craig greatly 

benefits from their efforts.

No Yes Yes I am not currently a member of the Craig Chamber of Commerce. Yes - as a member of the Downtown Business Association. No Yes
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What is your long-term 

vision for Craig? What 

needs to be done to get 

there?

We need to reestablish ourselves as the hub of NW Colorado; I believe we 

have lost that. We need to focus on what we have here that works for us, 

be positive about what we have and who we are. We need to utilize Tri-

State, Trapper Mine, ColoWyo, 20 Mile, CNCC, and TMH to the fullest. Our 

community is where it is today in largely due to our energy industry. I 

believe they will continue to be a major driver for years to come, but we 

need to look at strengthening our relationships with our other key partners 

– CNCC, the school district and TMH. No community can be successful with 

out strong schools and good healthcare. 

We need to capitalize on our strengths and build up our weaknesses. I 

believe we need to establish a vision and a mission for the whole 

community laying out our prioties, goals and objectives for the next five to 

ten years. We need to work together as a region and support each other in 

economic development, promote broad band to and for our rural 

population. As your mayor, I will continue to represent you through my 

affiliation with CLUB 20 by staying current on issues and up-coming 

regulations. Working and solving problems together will make us stronger 

and a more attractive community in which to do business. My long-term 

vision would be to support our viable energy industry which is one of our 

largest economic drivers, along with our traditional outdoor recreation. K-

12 education and CNCC are vital to our community and economic growth 

and need our support where and when we can. 

I believe Craig needs to establish long term goals and a long term vision 

that will lead us to the community we want to become. There are a lot of 

great individuals and groups in the community that want to build for the 

future and make Craig a place that we can all be proud of.  To do so, we 

need to establish a plan that the people in the community will believe in 

and invest in.  By collaborating and working together with Moffat County 

Officials, the Moffat County School District as well as valuable services and 

industries such as The Memorial Hospital, Colorado Northwestern 

Community College, Tri-State G&T and the coal mines we can establish a 

plan that will build for a positive future.  I would love to see a local 

economy that is thriving and a downtown that is filled with people and 

businesses. By working together and having a common vision, Craig can 

make great strides in becoming a more appealing place, a more attractive 

place and a place that people want to stay in and raise a family in.  We 

need more involvement from the younger generations in this community 

who have chosen to live here and are raising families here and encourage 

them to get involved.

We need to build relationships that will help us grow and maintain the 

current industry structure as we know it. Develop a long term working plan 

with obtainable goals that will  benefit the community, tax revenue stream, 

services, infrastructure, hospital ,college, schools, nonprofits, create some 

diversification so we can get off the economic rollercoaster and bring some 

long-term stability. 2). We need to work together with all entities and the 

community first to figure out what Craig is and wants to be. We need to 

take what we have learned from the past (good and bad) make a plan 

based on all the past assessments and develop a  plan with structure, 

priorities, and measurable outline of how we will implement the plan but 

for Craig’s future. We need to make decisions that will benefit the whole 

community.

I would like to see Craig become a community that builds on its strengths 

and makes plans that will lead the community to long term stability.  Craig 

can be a vibrant community that will allow our young people to stay and 

prosper here if they so desire.  Programs that will let our seniors live an 

active, healthy life style, a city that is open to business and new ideas. I 

have a vision of a community that works together to succeed! The 

Community needs to assess our values and attitudes then take 

responsibility to build a successful Craig. We need to engage our youth, 

seniors and outsiders. We will need to listen to new ideas and try new 

things. Continued maintenance and improvement of what we already have 

is a must.  I would like to see a Community Summit with the City Council, 

County Commissioners, School Board, Fire Board, CNCC Board, Chamber 

Board, MCTA and the EDP.  Convene the group and talk about shared 

visions of how we can help each other achieve community goals.  The City 

and County have already started a process of communication and 

cooperation, the other entities need to be brought into the fold.

My long-term vision for Craig is that we continue to provide a quality way 

of life for the residents of Craig. I feel that it is important to support the 

people and businesses in Craig. I also feel it is important to look at ways we 

can invite people to move to our community and to start new businesses 

here. In order to do this we need to we need to continue to work with 

Moffat County, Moffat County Schools, CNCC, and The Memorial Hospital. It 

is my opinion that communication is a vital part of our city and community. 

We as local leaders need to communicate with and listen to those in our 

community that live here and pay taxes.

My long-term vision for Craig is to see it survive the impact of the 

Environmental Protection Agency’s regulations in regards to coal-fired 

power plants. What needs to be done to get there is to communicate with 

an open mind. People need to be willing to hear both sides of an issue. They 

also need to be willing to educate themselves to learn about the process 

that all levels of government use to reach decisions.

My long term vision for Craig is to have a strong diversified economic base 

that is not solely dependent on one industry providing all the well paid 

primary and secondary jobs.  A well-diversified economic base is not 

adversely affected by the ebbs and flows of one sector of the economy.  This 

diversified base can only be fully developed by the entire community 

coming together and deciding what our future will look like and taking the 

necessary steps to make this a reality.  I would lead the development of the 

aforementioned Community Growth Blueprint by bringing together ALL 

segments of the community necessary to bring this vision to fruition.

My long term vision for Craig is to make it a thriving not just a surviving 

community. We need as I stated above to have a strong job market in our 

area. Another area we need to look it is having a healthy community for 

our youth to be raised in. We need good moral activities to keep our youth 

involved in. 
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What is your 

understanding of the 

revenue stream for the 

city of Craig? It's major 

expenditures?

The majority, 73%, of the city of Craig’s revenue stream is provided by sales 

and property taxes.  The city’s largest budget expense item relates to its 

personnel costs.  These costs are 68% of the budget.   

We have a 20 million dollar budget that we oversee as a Council with most 

of those dollars being generated through our city and county sales tax, 

which go into the general fund. Our biggest debt service is paying back our 

8.7 million dollar loan that was implemented in 2006 in order to upgrade 

our water plant. This will be paid off in 2027; but as a result of this much 

needed upgrade, we are in a position now to handle additional growth for 

years to come. The price of materials are continually going up and it is 

costing more and more to do business whether it’s delivering water to our 

customers or repairing and maintaining our city streets. We still have a 

debt service for our waste water upgrades that will be paid off in 2015. The 

city of Craig has managed the budget very well over the years with sales 

tax is being our main source of revenue for the general fund.

My understanding of the City’s revenue and the truth about the revenue 

stream is that it has been in decline for the past 5 to 6 years. During that 

same time, expenditures have increased, which results in an unbalanced 

budget.  The Cities budget is a pressing issue that needs to be addressed. 

The budget needs to be examined carefully to insure that all decisions are 

being made to positively improve the city’s cash flow.  We need to find 

ways to increase revenues and manage cuts.  Some of the city’s major 

expenditures are the Police Department, the Road and Bridge Department 

as well as the Parks and Recreation Department.  Personnel and operating 

costs have already been cut from these departments and I am sure they are 

being made for 2015 with the current budget situation the city currently 

faces.  As a council we need to focus on the budget and get it back on track. 

This will allow us to move past personnel and operating cuts and begin to 

create a budget that fosters the creation of jobs, not the elimination of 

them.

Craig’s revenue stream is solely tax base reliant and our largest 

expenditures are employee salaries and ben if its.

The City has a general fund, three enterprise funds, medical benefit fund, 

capital projects fund, and the All Crimes Enforcement Team Fund (ACET). 

The enterprise funds, (water, wastewater, solid waste) are self supporting 

through fees and charges for services. The medical benefits fund is funded by 

contributions from each department in the general fund and employee 

contributions. The ACET fund collects revenues from multiple government 

contributions.  73% of the general fund revenue comes from taxes; 54% of 

the tax revenue is city sales tax, 20% property taxes, 19% County sales tax 

and 7 % from various other sources. Other revenue sources are severance 

taxes, mineral lease funds, highway user’s tax, and grants. The City’s 

biggest expenditure, as in most businesses, is personnel at 68%.  The 

Operating expenditures are 20%, and Capital is 12%. The major 

expenditures by department include: Police Department accounting for 35% 

of the budget, Road and Bridge 22%, Parks and Rec 14%, and Capital 

expenditures 8%. The City has over spent revenues the past three years, it 

has been able to do that because of conservative budgeting and the use of 

carryover funds above the 25% reserve that is kept. Health care costs have 

doubled in the past three years even with the employees increasing their 

contributions.

 Taxes are the main revenue stream for the City of Craig. 54% city sales tax, 

20% property tax and 19% county sales tax, the remaining 7% comes from 

miscellaneous sources. Personnel, is the major expense with 68% of our 

budget being used for this line item. 20% is used for operating and 12% is 

for capital.

My understanding of the revenue stream for the city of Craig is that the 

city receives most of its funding from sales taxes and property taxes.  Its 

major expenditures include the Police Department, Road and Bridge, and 

Parks and Recreation.  

Having a strong financial background, which is steeped in understanding 

economic drivers, gives me an advantage to fully understand the Budget of 

the city of Craig and how that budget cycle best serves the citizens of Craig. 

The revenue stream for the city of Craig is one area where we can have a 

largest impact by looking closely at each area and truly understanding how 

each area can be impacted.  Past councils have worked hard at picking the 

low fruit in this area, but much more can be done, by not by going it alone.  

Major expenditures are clearly personnel related, as they take up nearly 

68% of the total expenditures of the City, with Police having the largest 

percent of the Personnel expenditures.  One can also look at the pool 

complex as place to look closely at expenditures, but raw numbers alone do 

not tell the entire story; as these percentages are only a visual indicator of 

actions or inactions affecting the larger picture.  By looking at each of these 

areas closer, all with fresh and seasoned eyes, which include city personnel 

as well small working groups appointed by the council, can we make a 

larger impact both on revenues as well as expenditures.  

The major revenue stream for Craig is city and industry taxes. There is also 

some intergovernmental monies that come to our area. The major 

expenditures for Craig is in the area of the general fund. This includes wages 

and benefits for city employees and the police department of Craig 

Colorado. Much of our monies are also generated by the city services that 

Craig has. This being sewer, water and trash for example. Another area is 

Road and Bridge Department. These areas also include many employees 

that have to be paid out of the City budget. 
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What does the city do 

well? What needs 

improvement? What 

can you do to make 

these improvements?

I think, compared to many other towns our size, we have excelled at 

maintaining our local infrastructure – exceptional parks and recreation 

programs, phenomenal senior programs, superior water and wastewater 

systems, great streets and maintenance, effective public safety, and great 

administration.  The City has kept pace with technology and is always 

looking for ways to improve. We need to improve our communication with 

our citizens. I believe we have lost touch with our community.  A good start 

would be setting up community meetings to let the public know what each 

department has planned for next few months. Let’s include in the county, 

the hospital, the schools and let them do the same. This would be a great 

start.

I believe we need to focus on what the city is doing right. The city has great 

employees that serve our community well by working hard to provide 

those basic services we have all come to rely on at affordable rates.  They 

provide excellent water, wastewater and refuge service, and provide us 

with clean and accessible streets and allies. We have an exceptional police 

department that continues to serve and protect its citizens and is involved 

in the community and in our schools. Our Parks and Recreation do an 

outstanding job maintaining our parks and providing programs to our 

youth, adults and seniors. We should consider new ideas and suggestions 

which would help improve community relations and customer service.  We 

need to do all we can to be a business friendly community. As your mayor, I 

will advocate working with the community and the city council members to 

help achieve these goals.

The city operates and maintains our community well.  Our parks are 

groomed and clean, our streets are always well maintained and the Police 

Department works hard in protecting our community. The established 

funded departments such as the water department, sewer department and 

solid waste department all do a great job operating and providing great 

services to us homeowners.  With that being said, every department, just 

like every business can always find new ways to operate more efficiently.  

It does not hurt to always be thinking of ways to improve productivity, 

while looking to cuts costs.  My business experience has taught me to look 

at all the angles while keeping the big picture in mind.  I believe that this 

will translate to me bringing new leadership, positive action and a fresh 

perspective to the City of Craig.  I also realize that cuts can be difficult and 

demoralizing resulting in bad moral.  In tough financial times, we will need 

to find ways to accomplish more with less while keeping a positive outlook 

toward the future. 

The city has department heads and staff that care about our city’s 

wellbeing. The employee’s work very hard at providing the best services 

possible even when being asked to do more with less. It is hard to pick out 

one area of improvement because  that is something that changes day by 

day and having the right people in charge that help develop that as things 

change is the most important. One of the major things would be the 

appearance of our town is something that always needs improved and 

stands tall when we have prospective employers that come though and 

would consider us as a option. We also need to develop along with the 

county, edp, schools, college,  etc as to what a come- to -town package 

looks like so we don’t hold anyone up in red tape and making a move as 

smooth as possible. I believe that through everything that I have 

participated in that I have the knowledge, experience, right attitude and 

relationships to help come along whomever to make things happen.

The City has a very professional City Manager and department heads with 

longevity. Consistency and reliability of City services are due to these 

people and the great work of the various department employees. Although 

the city has eleven less employees than several years ago, services have 

not been dimished.  The City has budgeted very conservatively over the 

years this has allowed them to operate on reserves during the economic 

downturn. The City needs to reach out to the community and be the 

facilitator between all of the groups that make up this community we call 

Craig.  I will encourage City council to be more active in the community by 

having liaisons to the Moffat County Schools, CNCC, and TMH. 

The City of Craig provides many services to the tax payers that live here 

and those that visit our unique community. The City of Craig has many 

great employees and the quality of services is something the City does well. 

In my opinion things that need improvement is making it easier for new 

businesses to come to Craig and start new businesses. I would also like to 

work on the collaboration between all governmental entities within the 

City of Craig and Moffat County. With my experience, I can be a big part in 

helping with this collaboration.

My observation is that the city does an excellent job in providing the basic 

services needed by the citizens of Craig to live a safe and secure lifestyle. 

Improvement is needed in our revenues.  I would like to work on increasing 

our local sales taxes with more programs similar to the Downtown Business 

Association’s “Love You More” campaign.  

The city has been very responsible in having a City Manager, who works 

well in orchestrating all departments by creating a clear picture as to what 

is and is not working in serving the citizens of Craig.  It is important to have 

a City Manager that can create a consistent approach of management 

through the various election cycles that sees council members come and go.  

We need more work in communicating news through various forms to all 

our citizens.  Often the city uses only one or two means of communication to 

inform her citizens’ of changes that can directly positively or negatively 

their daily lives.  I would like to work on a communication plan that 

encompasses all areas of services provided to our citizens and make this a 

two-way form of communication, where citizens know their concerns and 

celebrations are valued.

The City of Craig has good city services. The areas of improvement are the 

areas that I covered in the questions above. I believe I can be instrumental 

in enticing new industry and small business to our area if it is understood by 

our city managers that this is important. Another area I believe the city 

needs to improve in is getting the involvement of the citizens of Craig 

Colorado. This is another area I believe I can help in. We need to have 

better communication between the city managers and the citizens of Craig. 
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What do you feel your 

role as a council 

member would be in 

spurring economic 

development?

Economic development is a key issue; do we need it, certainly but to what 

degree?  Economic development doesn’t happen overnight it takes time but 

in last 10-12 years the progress of our economic development and plan has 

not done what I had envisioned.  It’s not time to start over but time to 

examine, analyze, and redirect the current vision to encourage active 

participation from the city, county, CMEDP, Chamber, DBA, MCTA, and 

other businesses / organizations that are key stakeholders in this 

community’s economic viability.  

I have been a consistent supporter of economic development locally and 

regionally since being elected to City Council in 2007. Economic 

Development is critical to our economy and is a responsibility that needs to 

be shared by all the citizens. We should look to short-term and long-term 

goals that may help guide us into the future and how we might grow 

together. We need to promote Craig Colorado and recruit new businesses 

and attract others from out of area that will ultimately help support our 

local economy. I support new businesses, I encourage shopping locally, and I 

am committed to supporting our coal related industries. I also believe that 

Colorado Northwestern Community College is one of our biggest resources 

and economic drivers. We need to continue to be oil and gas friendly and 

welcome the industry in their exploration and production efforts. I have 

always promoted a balanced economy for Craig and will continue to do so.

Economic development is the determining factor in the growth of Craig’s 

future and one I take very seriously.  It is up to the people within this 

community to decide what the future of Craig will be in 3, 5 and 10 years.  

As a city we need to focus on balancing the budget.  A budget that is 

strong, consistent and balanced will allow for future growth and better 

planning.  As a council, we need to collaborate with county officials, local 

businesses and the community members to develop a plan and a vision of 

where we want to be as a community in the future.  As a community, we 

need to support and invest in local businesses to ensure that our money 

stays in our community. There are many great assets in Craig and the 

surrounding area; that is why we have chosen to live here.  It is just a 

matter of getting behind these assets and supporting them.  If we pull 

together and invest within Craig, no doubt in my mind we can have a 

striving economy, a plan for the future and a community to be proud of.

Everyone is responsible for economic development but my role is to help 

foster a forward thinking atmosphere with a positive and get it done 

attitude. We also need to set specific guideline as to what we expect from 

others that will help bring every good thing that is being done by others 

under one umbrella so we can be working toward goal that are set as 

priorities .1 believe that I can help in that process and have hopefully 

shown currently as your representative and in the past that I am willing to 

give the time needed to help in those accomplishments.

The City needs to make sure it can attract new business by having rules and 

regulations that are friendly to business, using common sense approaches to 

landscaping and parking requirements, for an example.  Collaborations with 

EDP, Chamber of Commerce, MCTA, CNCC, and the Moffat County Schools 

will be vital. Amenities such as schools, healthcare and recreation are what 

businesses and individuals look at when relocating to a community.  City 

Council needs to be involved and active in making sure that all entities are 

working together at all levels to attract economic development. 

My role as a council member in economic development is to use tax payers 

dollars in a responsible manor. Economic development is very important if 

we go about it in the right way. We have a wonderful hospital and 

community college here in Craig and both are very instrumental with our 

economics. We need to continue to support both of these entities and work 

with each of them closely.

My role as a council member in spurring economic development ties into 

working on the broadband issue. The more broadband we have, the more 

willing someone is to move or start a business in town. This leads to more 

sales tax revenue as more products become available to local consumers 

from new businesses.

I have been involved in economic development activities both as a private 

citizen and as a board member for over 30 years.  Economic development is 

not something that should be addressed quarterly by a volunteer board 

presenting in front of council.  It is something that all her citizens much be 

involved with daily.   From the moment we wake up in the morning to 

when we close our eyes at night, we must together work this challenge.  I 

would make this my number one job; after all, if we are not making the 

lives better for all our citizens, which means safe passages to school; a place 

for youth to grow into vibrant citizens; realistic options for optimal health 

including our seniors; a transportation system that serves all our citizens, 

individuals and businesses alike; and a diversified economy that supports 

strong schools, strong families and robust private enterprises, then what 

are we doing here?   Remember, a rising tide, lifts all boats!

Making sure that our city is set up to promote the growth of small business 

and enticing other industry into our area. 

Name: Don Jones Ray Beck Derek Duran Joe Bird John Ponikvar Kent Nielson LeAnn Davis-Kling Marilyn Hill Matt Winey
What is the city's role, if 

any, in improving public 

education?

Education plays a key role in any community.  The quality of education is a 

deciding factor people consider when relocating or staying in a community.  

We as a city and county have elected a school board whose primary focus 

and responsibility is to create and maintain a school district the provides 

our children the best opportunity to succeed in all pursuits after high school.   

The city should support, encourage, and promote the quality of education in 

our community.  However, the city’s role is not to “override” or critique the 

decisions of another elected board.  The city’s role is as an advisory partner.  

If citizens have questions or concerns about public education, they need to 

pose them directly to the elected school board members.

I believe public education is the life blood of any community and this nation. 

Our young adults are our future leaders, educators and business 

entrepreneurs. I think the city of Craig has been a real partner with the 

Moffat County School District when it is within our budget to do so. As an 

example, supporting the two School Resource Officers through our police 

department, who support the school staff, teachers, students and the 

community in dealing with concerns which help make the education 

environment a safer place. I believe that local government can continue to 

be a partner with the school district, by looking for ways and solutions that 

benefit the community as a whole.

The city does need to have a role in improving public education.  Like the 

city, the school district is facing some budget issues that could turn into 

major problems in the future if not handled carefully.  The City of Craig 

needs to support the Moffat County School District and work with the 

district to ensure our youth are receiving the best possible education.  A 

striving school district will only help improve the attitude of the 

community.  A strong school district that provides quality education will 

attract people to our community, which in return could help improve the 

real estate market, both residential and commercial, while growing the the 

local economy.  By supporting public education and working with the 

district we can get back to the standard that helped so many of us to 

become successful.   We need to help the district provide opportunities for 

the youth of Craig that will encourage them to accomplish great things. We 

need to help in preparing them for a successful future after graduation 

whether that be continuing on t0 higher education such as college or trade 

school or entering the workforce.

We need to be taking an active role as to what is being done in our schools 

not only as parents but as leaders, which will also help establish a stronger 

community. One of the thing’s looked at when moving here is our school 

system and it needs to be heads above the rest so that the people looking 

in will wonder what we have that works so well. It will take all of our 

involvement and we need to help facilitate being the leaders of change and 

not following society programs that involve too much government and that 

we create an atmosphere that helps our students be set up for success in 

life. I am sure that there is more the city can do and I will look forward to 

those conversations so I can know what that is and work at accomplishing 

what is best.

As a former school board member I understand the responsibilities that the 

school board members have to the schools, the same responsibilities as a 

City Council member has to the City.  The City has to be an active and 

supportive partner with the Moffat County School system as well as CNCC. 

Together, we can have quality educational programs in Craig.

Education for the youth and adults in Craig and Moffat County are very 

important. As I have previously mentioned, I feel it is vital for our 

community to work together to provide the best educational experiences 

for those attending elementary, high school, and college.

The city’s role is to work with the school district. I feel there should be a 

city council member that serves as a liaison to the Moffat County School 

Board and vice versa.  (Same goes for the County Commissioners.) 

We must all have a seat at the table, after all, are not our young people 

also the city of Craig’s constituents?  We can and must take a seat at the 

table to resolve the challenges together.  One of our most fervent leaders 

in education and business said, “The greatest danger in times of turbulence 

is not the turbulence, it is to act with yesterday’s logic.” Therefore if we 

want to influence change and be in charge of our own destiny, we must 

think and act differently than we have in the past.

The city of Craig has the upmost responsibility of improving our education 

system in our county. Craig is the only major city in Moffat County. We 

need to not be afraid to run our local education system as we see fit. 

Name: Don Jones Ray Beck Derek Duran Joe Bird John Ponikvar Kent Nielson LeAnn Davis-Kling Marilyn Hill Matt Winey
Do you perceive the 

national focus on clean 

energy a viable threat 

to Craig's long-term 

economic viability? If 

yes, what should the 

city do?

No. Anytime government imposes unfunded mandates on free enterprise it is 

going to have an impact on the industry and the local economy. I believe in 

a balanced approach to renewable energy. It should be on a volunteer basis 

and not be mandated as an example; to be 20% renewable by 2020 by the 

state and federal government. I strongly support our coal industry, oil and 

gas exploration and production and believe we set the bar for the nation in 

terms of clean coal technology. By 2040 it is predicted that the demand for 

all sources of energy will see a 56% increase across the board, which 

includes nuclear, coal, oil and gas and other sources of energy. We should 

continue to be at the forefront in voicing our concerns to the Governor and 

the Colorado Delegation as opportunities present themselves. The Colorado 

Municipal League is one of our greatest resources and as members we lean 

on them for guidance and direction.

YES, I do see the national focus on clean energy is a viable threat to Craig’s 

long-term economic viability. There will always be an attack on coal.  There 

will always be people and groups out there that believe coal is not a source 

of clean energy.  What the city can do, and what I plan to do when elected 

to City Council is to continue the fight in support of coal.  The city needs to 

make a valiant effort in educating those who do not believe coal is a clean 

source and inform them in the efforts and upgrades that the Craig Power 

Plant owned and operated by Tri-State G&T   is currently making to comply 

with the EPA.

I do believe that Craig seems to have a bull’s eye on their back and that 

everything we have as a revenue source seem to be under attack. I will say 

that I appreciate everyone who came together at the high school to fight 

an issue but I  just wish it wasn’t done out of fear. Regulations will always 

be something we have to fight and I believe that with us posturing 

ourselves as trying to work together and not against will find us favor in 

maintaining those things critical for our economy and citizens. I have seen 

through benefit dinners and so many other things that we can put down our 

differences for the good of the community and know that now is not the 

time for us to stray from that but is a time to come closer in standing for 

what we believe. Let’s work at keeping our neighbors our neighbors

Clean energy directives are a threat to our current economic viability, but 

in the long run we have to take responsibility to diversify our economy. We 

need to be mindful in understanding the rule changes that will impact out 

industry, and be prepared to communicate our concerns with the thought 

that our plight will fall on deaf ears at higher levels of government. The city 

will need to support and encourage new and existing businesses to explore 

opportunities that they may not have envisioned. CNCC can be a huge 

driver toward that.

The national focus on clean energy is definitely a viable threat to Craig’s 

long-term economic viability. Our natural resources provide jobs, taxes and 

many other revenues that support not only the City of Craig but also Moffat 

County. We as local leaders need to stay involved with local, state, and 

federal issues concerning clean energy and other challenging circumstances 

that could negatively impact our community.

I feel that learning the reasons why the national focus is on clean energy 

will help the city decide what and how to prepare if Craig’s long-term 

economic viability is threatened.

I believe that in order to fully address this issue, one needs to fully 

understand the background of the Clean Air Act of 1963 and the EPAs role 

in interpreting Greenhouse Gas regulations in accordance to the Supreme 

Court and the case Utility Air Regulatory Group v Environmental Protection 

Agency (UARG v. EPA) where the EPA is only allowed to enforce, but not 

rewrite regulations it administers.  With that being said, when Colorado HB 

10-1365, concerning incentives for electric unities to reduce air emission 

giving primary consideration to replacing or repowering goal generation 

with natural gas or other low emitting resources passed, the bill contained 

a provision that specifically stated there would be considerations for 

communities where their economic survival depended solely on this 

resource.  I testified against the regulations and how they were being 

developed at a PUC Hearing held in Denver in 2012,when it became clear 

that the communities directly being impacted, including Craig were not fully 

being considered as to the long-term economy devastation this bill would 

place on our community. While the city of Craig cannot directly change the 

national focus, it can directly impact the conversation.  We must not hide 

our heads in the sand when it comes to influencing the conversation, but at 

the same time, we cannot ignore the conversation.  We can and do have a 

choice on what our community will look like in 20 years, so let’s step up to 

the economic diversity plate together and create a viable future for all.

The national focus on clean energy has been very much instrumental in the 

downturn of our current and long term economic viability. This is one of the 

areas that science has not been very accurate and therefore we have had 

to live under very detrimental regulations forced upon us by state and 

federal governmental agencies. The City of Craig needs to be very much 

involved in the formation of regulations that determine the laws that we 

have to live under. 

Name: Don Jones Ray Beck Derek Duran Joe Bird John Ponikvar Kent Nielson LeAnn Davis-Kling Marilyn Hill Matt Winey
What do you perceive 

as the most critical 

ussues facing the city at 

this time?

Question # 6 asked for the “biggest obstacles facing the city?”  I consider 

‘biggest obstacles’ and ‘critical issues’ to be one of the same.  Please refer 

to my response to question # 6. 

Jobs and the economy are our biggest obstacles; no different than the 

majority of cities and counties across the western slope. Craig has a lot to 

offer including the opportunity to pursue a degree in Higher Education at 

CNCC. We need to be Craig Proud, proud of whom we are as a community, 

promote and advertise our quality of life. We need to let people know who 

we are and that we are open for business. Craig Colorado should be the 

shopping center of Northwest Colorado, the leader in innovation, 

technology, healthcare and education. I truly believe we can accomplish 

these goals if we come together with solutions that will benefit all of us and 

future generations.

The City’ budget is very critical.  As I mentioned, we need to find a way to 

increase revenues and not rely on sales tax.  If we do not focus on the 

increasing of revenues while decreasing expenses, Craig will be in trouble.  

Budget cuts have already been made and more will be made.  We need to 

get the budget back on track and get out off of the roller coaster ride when 

it comes to the budget.  City employees need to be assured that they will 

have a job and a long future with the City of Craig, rather than be worried 

about their position being cut.  As a young and new council member, I will 

be willing to collaborate and listen to City Department Heads, employees 

and the community in finding ways to fix this problem.  It is then up to the 

council to make the correct decisions that will lead the city in the right 

direction, a positive direction.

Maintain services and not letting our infrastructure fall apart while we are 

looking for resolve to our tax base. We need to be figuring out some other 

streams for sustainability that would help us not to be so reliant on the 

taxes as our only source of sustainability.

City of Craig the Entity: Budget. City of Craig, the Community:  Economic 

diversity

The most critical issues facing the City of Craig at this time, is our budget. 

Our sales tax revenues are down and our expenditures are the same if not 

higher. We as a community need to work together to help increase our 

sales tax dollars. I would encourage those of us that live in Craig to shop 

local. We all want to have a good quality of life and continue with the 

services the city already offers. If we spend our money in other communities 

we are helping those communities and not our own.

I perceive the most critical issue facing the city is the revenue stream.  

What should the city do to increase the amount of revenue from sales taxes 

and property taxes?

Lack of a diversified economy; one that can withstand the ebb and flow of 

an economy that is often affected by worldwide influences that is beyond 

our direct control.

As stated above our most critical issues are employment opportunities and 

the improvement of our local education system.

The biggest obstacles facing the city of Craig is the down turn of our local 

coal mines and our power plant and the fact that there are no other major 

industries in our area. Another big need in our community is to improve our 

local school district. There is a vast number of families who are discouraged 

with the quality of public education in Moffat County and the City of Craig. 

We need to promote job growth in Craig Colorado by encouraging small 

business growth and enticing other industries to come to the Craig area. 

We also need to fight over-reaching government agencies that are hurting 

our local economy thru many regulations that are based on scientific studies 

that are not accurate. I believe the best way to improve our school district 

is to get local control back for our school system. My long term vision for 

Craig is to make it a thriving not just a surviving community. We need as I 

stated above to have a strong job market in our area. Another area we 

need to look it is having a healthy community for our youth to be raised in. 

We need good moral activities to keep our youth involved in. 

This was not in Craig but in the city in which I resided before I was an EMT 

and was part of the local ambulance team. I am involved in my church here 

at Craig, The Journey, in several roles including a leader in the Celebrate 

Recovery ministry. I am also a state and local coordinator for Tea Party 

Patriots National and am the local Secretary/Treasurer for Bears Ears Tea 

Party Patriots. 

What do you feel are 

the biggest obstacles 

facing the city? What 

solutions would you 

propose for 

overcoming those 

obstacles?

Flat sales tax revenue, declining property taxes, and increasing inflation are 

going to create the need for the city to reevaluate the services we provide. 

There are a few options that have been briefly discussed, and we need to 

continue to explore these options and whatever others that may pop up. 

The city and county have already started meeting to discuss how shared 

services could reduce expenses for both entities. It’s a community solution.

I feel the biggest obstacles facing the city are the proposed regulations on 

our coal fired power plant  potentially adding more costs to be in 

compliance, which will ultimately be passed down to the consumer. Over 

regulations and mandates that are being imposed on small and large 

business will have a financial impact to our local economy. I also believe 

that Transportation and Education will continue to suffer for lack of funding 

from the state.  I want to work towards increased future funding from the 

Department of Local Affairs which aids in our capital improvement projects 

and infrastructure. In order to overcome these obstacles, we need to stay 

current on these issues, set priorities and manger the taxpayers’ money 

wisely and learn to do more with less.

Declining revenues and increased expenditures are huge obstacles that the 

City of Craig faces.  Relying on sales tax to operate the city is no longer 

dependable and difficult to predict.  Inflation, increased expenses and 

unreliable sales tax revenue has made it tough for the city to manage the 

budget.  It is time for Craig to think outside the box and find new and 

effective ways to generate revenue. Some budget strategies that have 

worked in the past, may no longer be working.  Craig has faced tough times 

in the past and we as a community have prevailed.  We need to look at 

how we overcame hard times in the past, use it as a foundation and build 

new strategies to ensure a fulfilling future for the City of Craig.  If we can 

concentrate on this, I believe overtime that other communities will be 

looking at our successful formula, rather than us looking into how other 

successful cities operate. 

Our biggest obstacle right now is our tax revenue stream and trying to 

figure out how to  maintain services along with being able to invest in 

those things that preserve heritage, grow our business community, stabilize 

our community and make it a place that people seek for opportunities to 

open new and viable businesses. Through education and working 

relationships we need people to understand the importance of what not 

shopping local does to our community. We need to be working together 

with EDP to set community objectives for new businesses.

Declining revenues!  Due to the slowdown of oil and gas field development, 

as well as federal and state carbon mandates that affect our coal and power 

plants. Sales tax revenues are down; assessed property valuations are 

projected to reduce property tax revenues to the City by $150,000 in 2016. 

The City needs to preserve what it has, yet maintain a vision for 

improvement in the future. We must be vigilant in understanding how 

proposed rules will impact our energy economy.  Staying in touch with our 

representatives so they can appreciate and communicate the impacts these 

rules and laws will have on our community. We are small fish in a big bowl, 

we need to be proactive and take responsibility for our own community. 

CNCC has the ability to make a huge impact on our economy. We need to all 

work together to bring programs that are beneficial and will draw students 

to the Craig Campus. There are recreational opportunities that can be 

developed around hunting, hiking, rafting and mountain biking. The 

Memorial Hospital has a great facility that can grow as a health care 

organization, allowing people to stay in Craig and even bringing others in 

for their health care needs.   I would propose that the City Council take the 

lead in the community to assist in communication and collaboration that 

will help develop the assets we do have control over, by creating new 

liaison positions to the MCTA, Memorial Hospital, Moffat County Schools 

and CNCC.

I feel that the biggest obstacle facing the City of Craig is our budget. Our 

income is down and our expenditures continue to rise. My thoughts are that 

we need to figure out how to balance the budget without raising taxes or 

loosing services. This is going to take a lot of effort from the City Council 

and the City Employees.

What solutions would you propose for overcoming those obstacles? I feel 

there are two obstacles that Craig needs to hurdle.  One of them is 

economic development.  We need to attract businesses to Craig that are 

not afraid of our physical distance from Grand Junction, Denver, or Salt Lake 

City. One of the ways to attract any type of business is to work on 

increasing our broadband.  This is the second major obstacle facing the city.  

The larger our broadband, the more attractive the area looks to someone 

wanting to start a business or move to the area to expand an existing 

business.

The biggest obstacles facing the city is the lack of economic diversity; lack of 

a viable long term transportation plan; stagnate economic growth; lack of 

opportunity for our young people and finally not providing the services 

necessary to nurture our most vulnerable population, our seniors.   

Additionally, the overall attitude and saying that frequently is heard along 

with the statement, “we are only Craig” is a huge hindrance in developing 

and implementing a successful long term vision. Building a ‘Community 

Growth Blueprint’ with the entire community involved at all levels, only 

then does one see real success in having a vibrant community.  We cannot 

hope to succeed if we continue to see the handful of the ‘Same Old Suspects’ 

at all the meetings, not because of lack of willpower, but because there just 

are not enough to create the momentum needed to keep the idea moving 

forward.  We have many great groups that presently meet independently 

within Craig to move their causes forward; I believe governments’ role is to 

clear the hurdles so as to bring all these groups together to realize a 

common vision for all.  I believe the Craig City Council has a huge role to 

play as leaders in this community in moving these conversations forward in 

all these areas.  

How have you 

participated in your 

community by 

volunteering your 

time? 

I’ve spent most of my adult life volunteering. From the time my boys were 

young, I volunteered in their schools, with their sports and activities, 4H, 

and more. Now that my grandchildren are that age, I’m doing the same 

things. Outside of that, my work on City Council, as well as the many other 

boards I sit on, is all part of volunteering and serving this community. 

Organized the first two fundraisers for Friends of NRA (1994-1995), CLUB 20 

member (2006-present), Craig Planning and Zoning Commission (2004-2007), 

Craig City Council (2007-present), liaison to Yampa Valley Economic 

Development Commission (2007-2013), liaison to Craig Moffat County 

Airport Advisory Board (2007-2012), liaison to Yampa Valley Regional 

Airport Advisory Board, (Chair 2007-2014), Craig Centennial Committee 

(2008), organized the Craig AirFest (2008), CLUB 20 Executive Board 

Membership Chair (2010-present), CLUB 20 Voting Director representing 

Craig and Moffat County (2010-present), founded the MC Balloon Festival 

(2010 and 2011), authored the Bilodeau Academic Scholarship to CNCC (2010-

present), flag poles were installed at Loudy-Simpson and Alice Pleasant Park 

in honor of our veterans, Instrumental in developing Stronger Economies 

Together Program (2013), Spoke at EPA rallies in Denver (2013 – 2014), 

testified at the State Capital on behalf of Coal (2013), Colorado Aeronautical 

Board (2013-present, current Chairman), CNCC Foundation member and 

instrumental in rewriting the bylaws (2014), organized the first Aerospace 

event in Craig (2014), helped organize Moffat County EPA Community Event 

in Craig (2014), promoted two Economic Development professional speakers 

to address the community (2014).

Since returning to Craig in 2011, I have volunteered in a number of areas.  I 

enjoy helping and working with the youth at the Boys & Girls Club of Craig.   

I have volunteered with landscape and building maintenance projects at the 

B&G Club as well as helped with the annual Cowboy Christmas Fundraiser 

the club puts on every December.  I also volunteered with the Moffat 

County High School Football program in 2013 and coached a 6th grade AAU 

Basketball team.  Volunteering is the cornerstone to a great community 

and anytime I can volunteer my time and efforts with the youth of Craig I 

do. 

1) I currently serve on the United Way board of directors, the campaign 

committee and liaison for Bear River young life. 2) I am currently serving as 

a Rotarian and participate in the projects they are involved in that benefit 

the community ranging from flags to highway cleanup, but my favorite is 

Book Buddies, where I read to second graders. 3) I am currently serving on 

the diesel automotive advisory program for CNCC and have been on the 

steering committee for the hiring process. 4) As a current council member, I 

am serve as liaison for the HRC, board of appeals, water and wastewater 

departments and back-up for the road and bridge department. Also, I 

participate in any functions within the community that will show and 

support a working partnership with our businesses and community 

members. 5) I am also working on the career tech advisory committee 

through the high school working with Krista Schenck and Joe Padon. 6) In 

the past I have served on the Boys and Girls club board of directors, Young 

life board of directors, and the Craig Chamber of Commerce board of 

directors, where I was the board president in 2010 and the liaison to the 

MCTA board.

Former Board Chairman of the following organizations: 14
th

 Judicial District 

Community Corrections Board, Moffat County United Way, Moffat County 

Airport Commission, Moffat County Republican Central Committee, 

Republican 57th House District, Republican 14th Judicial district, Area 

Director –Colorado High School Volleyball Officials Association. Board 

Service: Elected member- Moffat County School Board, Elected Member- 

Craig/ Moffat Rural Fire Protection Board, Moffat County Finance 

Corporation, (oversees financing for Justice Center),  Memorial Hospital 

Finance Board, (oversees financing for TMH), Republican 8th Senatorial 

Vacancy Committee, (Appointed Jean White to fill vacancy in Colorado 

Senate), Moffat County Voting Accuracy & Logic Testing Board,  (voting 

machine testing), 14th Judicial District Judicial Performance Commission 

(Appointed by Governor Bill Owens, Public relations Liaison, accomplished 

non-retention of Judge Joel Thompson, one of only five judges not retained 

in the history of Colorado), Moffat County Library Board, Moffat County 

Tourism Board, Maximum Commitment to Excellence, Yampa Valley Airport 

Commission, Moffat County Human Resource Council, Club 20 Alternate 

Delegate Craig/Moffat County. Other Service/ Accomplishments: Moffat 

County Deputy Coroner, Reserve Lieutenant Craig Police Department (1989-

1998), State Certified Class one Reserve Police Officer, Certified Death 

Investigator Colorado Coroners Association, 2000 Business and Professional 

Women’s Employer of the Year, 2001 Moffat County Ace Program Employer 

of the Year, November 2005- Moffat County Cares Volunteer of the Month, 

2010 Moffat County ACE Program Employer of the year, Introduced the 

community to the book “13 Ways to Kill Your Community”,  Trademark 

holder and developer – “ Craig Colorado Elk Hunting Capital of the World”.

Over the years I have been very involved in our community. I was a 

member of the Craig Lions Club and served as Vice President and President 

and was on the Board of Directors for several years. I was also very 

involved in the Craig Trap Club and served on the Board of Directors and as 

President. I have been very active with my Church over the past 25 years 

and I still spend a lot of time volunteering  for it.

:  Over the years I have served on the Moffat County Museum Board, the 

Craig Sea Sharks Board, and as the choir director for the First 

Congregational Church. Currently I am a member of Craig Rotary serving on 

the committee in charge of cooking dinner for St. Michaels’ Community 

Kitchen once a quarter. In addition I serve as a member of the Moffat 

County Schools Federal Credit Union Board that oversees loans to members.  

For the past couple of years I have been a member of the Craig Concert 

Association Board working to bring quality musicians to Craig.

Over the last thirty years, I have served on numerous boards in a volunteer 

capacity, being both appointed to boards as well as stepping up to serve in 

roles that needed help. Over the last three years, I have served on the 

Economic Development Incubator Board, and presently serve on the 

Colorado Northwestern Community College Foundation Board as the 

elected Secretary of the Executive Board, as well as chairing the Alumni and 

Fundraising Committees.

In its role as a business and community advocate, the Craig Chamber of Commerce distributes and publishes candidate profiles for local elections. We are dedicated to helping inform residents about the two candidates vying for the mayor’s position and the seven candidates seeking one of four council seats. Candidate responses are 

printed as submitted. 


